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Mother’s Day in Thailand is next Tuesday, and our church is planning to celebrate this

coming Sunday in several ways. For each of the past 9 years, this Sunday has had a

special feel and a great spirit. Each year children come as guests of Christian mothers to

honor them, and mothers with Christian adult children come to celebrate together. It

always feels like an important way for Thai Buddhist family members to be reassured

that being Christian does not mean that every cultural tradition has to be left behind. I

have loved watching a kind of shy surprise on the face of a mother as her child publicly

gives her flowers and expresses gratitude.

This year we also get to baptize a mother together with her daughter, and I recently

was informed that her first visit to our church was on a Mother’s Day celebration.

Knowing this greatly encourages our efforts to see holidays as an opportunity to get

people to visit church for their first time. It also raises my appreciation for our children’s

ministry, to see the mother of a girl faithful to Sunday school reached with the gospel!

Another participant in the baptism service will be Ton, who has come for the past two

months with his 5-year-old daughter. I rejoice for the answered prayers of his believing

wife and rejoice in the grace of God changing the life of a little girl who can now grow up

with the knowledge of the truth. Thank you for supporting the ministry of our family and

for praying for Thai Buddhists to encounter Jesus. It’s amazing to see the answer to

prayers!

Love in Christ,
the Ballou Family



O P P O RT UN I T I E S F O R M I N I S T R Y
T H ROUGH S O C C E R A R E A B UNDAN T H E R E
I N T H A I L A ND . P L E A S E P RAY T H AT GOD
W I L L A L L OW OU R CHU RCH TO S E E A
L A RG E NUMB E R O F T H E S E B OY S M A K E

I T T H ROUGH TH E G AUN T L E T O F
T EM P TAT I O N S A ND D I S T RA C T I O N S T H AT
S O O F T E N H AV E S I D E T RA C K E D YOUNG

P EO P L E F ROM G ROW I N G I N FA I T H H E R E
I N T H E I R E A R LY H I G H S C HOO L Y E A R S .

N E A R B Y S C HOO L S R EMA I N O P E N T O E V E R Y
R E QU E S T F O R OU T R E A C H A C T I V I T I E S . I H A V E
B E G UN TO CON S I D E R WHA T I T M I G H T L OO K

L I K E F O R I N T E R N S T O COME AND S E R V E
S P E C I F I C A L L Y I N OU R L O C A L S C HOO L

OU T R E A C H E S . T H E IM P A C T ON TH E N E X T
G E N E R A T I O N COU L D B E E X P ON EN T I A L .

P L E A S E R E A C H OU T T O ME I F Y O U H A V E A N
I N T E R E S T I N S E R V I N G W I T H U S !

T H E MO TH E R O F T H E S E TWO
G I R L S , P I C T U R E D W I T H

A L I S A A ND W I T H A V A , L O S T
T H E I R MO TH E R R E C E N T L Y
A F T E R A L ONG I L L N E S S .
F AM I L Y S I T U A T I O N S A R E
V E R Y C OM P L I C A T E D F O R

T H EM R I G H T NOW A S WE L L .
P L E A S E P R A Y F O R L I L L Y ( 1 4 )

A N D KH AMOONG ( 5 )


